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Elections for Croatian parliament are approaching, and we believe that you've 

already think about it. This survey is about your opinion on coming elections, and 

more. We believe that you have your opinion on politics in general,  on economic 

situation, and about main social problems in Croatia today. Therefore we would like 

you to take part in this survey on social and political attitudes of Croatian citizens. 

The survey will be conducted in whole Croatia.

Please be sincere in your answers.

The survey is anonymous, and results of the survey will be used in scientific 

purposes only. If you have any additional questions, please don't hesitate to ask.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation!



 1. In what way do you personally receive information about elections and political parties?

often occasionally seldom never

a) daily press

b) weeklies and magazines

c) television

d) radio

e) internet

f) through activities of political parties
(meetings, publications, public events)

g) talking with family members

h)  talking  with  friends,  neighbours  or 
colleagues at work

2. How would you evaluate your personal interest in the elections?

1. I'm very much interested

2. Average interest

3. Low interest

4. I'm not interested

3. What do you think, will the elections be honest and fair or not?

1. They will be completely fair  skip to the question nr. 5

2. They will be mostly fair skip to the question nr. 5

3. They won't be fair

4. Don't know, not sure

4. (This question is only for those who circled the options 3. or 4. in previous question)
If you think that elections won't be fair or you're not sure, can you tell us why do you think 
so?

___________________________________________________________________________
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5. Different reasons for taking or not taking part in the elections are listed below. Please tell us 
how much do you agree with them:

I disagree 
completely

I mainly 
disagree

Both agree 
and disagree

I mainly 
agree

I agree 
completely

a) If I vote, it will be only because my 
family, friends, or colleagues persuaded me 
to.

b) I expect ruling coalition and SDP to lose 
the power.

c) I consider coming elections very 
important for the future of the country.

d) If I vote, it will be only because it is my 
civc duty.

e) I don't want HDZ to come back on 
power.

f) I'm not interested in elections, because 
there are neither new persons, nor new ideas 
in Croatian politics.
g) I'm preoccupied with personal problems 
and don't have time nor interest for politics 
and elections.

h) My vote is not important; I can't change 
anything by voting. 

i) It is important for me to take part in the 
political life of the country.

Following questions are concerned with pre-election campaign.

6. How much was your decision for whom to vote at the parliamentary elections on January 3, 
2000 influenced by pre-election campaign?

 
1. it was very much influenced 

2. partly

3. little

4. it didn't influence my decision at all

5. I didn't vote at those elections

6. I don't know, can't remember
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7. Political parties in Croatia are trying through media, advertisement and other means, for 
several months already, to affect citizen’s election decision. How these attempts affect your 
election decision?

1. it doesn't affect my decision, because I will not vote at all 

2. it doesn't affect my decision 

3. it strengthens my already formed election decision 

4. it motivates me to re-examine my prior election decision 

5. it made me change my election decision 

6. I don't know, I can't judge it

8. Can you, please, estimate which political party's communication with citizens was the most 
successful during last few months:

1. ____________________________________________________ (write the name of the party)

2. I can't decide, there are few political parties equally good in communication with citizens 

3. not a single political party is good in communication with citizen

4. I don't know, I can't judge it 

9. Can you name an especially interesting slogan used by some party in this pre-election 
campaign: 

1. ____________________________________________________ (slogan, name of the party)

2. several parties have interesting slogans, but right now I can't remember any of these 

3. not a single political party, in my opinion, have an interesting slogan

4. I don't know

10. Did you notice lately an especially interesting political party's video-clip on TV:

1. _____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________ (short description of the video-clip, name of the 
party)

2. several parties have interesting video-clips, but right now I can't remember any of these 

3. not a single political party have an interesting video-clip

4. I don't watch TV

5. I don't know
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11. How much do you agree with the following statements: 

I agree 
completely

I mostly 
agree

Both agree 
and 

disagree

I mostly 
disagree

I 
completely 

disagree

I don't 
know 

a) Tolerant dialogue between 
political rivals prevails in this 
campaign.

b) This campaign is characterized by 
parties and candidates attempt to 
manipulate voters for their own 
advantage.
c) Majority of political parties and 
candidates give false promises in this 
campaign, which they will not be 
able to fulfil.
d) This campaign is very useful for 
the society, because the most 
important problems of Croatia and its 
development are seriously discussed.

e) Oppositional and ruling parties 
and candidates have equal access to 
media during pre-election campaign.

f) This is dirty campaign, because 
political rivals use all means to 
attack each other.

Following questions are concerned with your relation to the political parties. 

12. Are you the member of any political party?

1. yes, I'm member of ___________________ (name of party) skip to the question nr. 15

2. no, I'm not a member

13. (to be answered only by those who circled answer 2. in previous question)
Do you feel close to any political party in Croatia?

1. yes, I'm close to _____________________________________________ (write the name of the 
party)

2. no, I'm not especially close to any party

14.a (to be answered only by those who circled answer 
2. in previous question)
When you think again, is there still a party you 
feel more close to?

1. well, you might say that I might be more 
close to _______________ (name the party) 

2. there are several parties I feel 
close to

3. no, all political parties are odd to 
me
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14.b (to be answered only by those who circled answer 
1. in previous question)
Are you very or moderately close to this party?

1. I'm very close

2. I'm moderately close

15. What is your opinion about political parties listed below?

distinctly 
negative

mainly 
negative

neither 
negative 

nor 
positive

mainly 
positive

distinctly 
positive

I've never 
heard 

about it

a) Demokratski centar (DC)

b) Hrvatska demokratska zajednica (HDZ)

c) Hrvatska narodna stranka (HNS)

d) Hrvatska seljačka stranka (HSS)

e) Hrvatska socijalno-liberalna stranka (HSLS)

f) Hrvatska stranka prava (HSP)

g) Hrvatski blok (HB)

h) Istarski demokratski sabor (IDS)

i) Liberalna stranka (LS)

j) LIBRA - Stranka liberalnih demokrata 

k) Socijaldemokratska stranka Hrvatske (SDP)

Following questions are concerned with elections. Please be sincere in your answers.

16. Will you vote on the elections? 

1. I surely will

2. I probably will

3. I probably won't

4. I surely won't

5. I don't know

17. For which party, coalition or election list will you vote on this election?

1. I will vote for_____________________ (name the party)  skip to the question nr. 18

2. I didn't decided yet

3. I'm still not sure will I vote at all  

4. I will note vote skip to the question nr. 22
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17.a (to be answered only by those who circled answers 2 or 3 in previous question)
Which are the parties or coalitions you wander?

1. ________________________________________ (write the name of two parties or coalitions)

2. I don't want to answer

17.b (to be answered only by those who circled answers 2 or 3 in question nr. 17)
To which of these two parties or coalitions you feel more close to?

1. ________________________________________ (write the name of the party or the coalition)

2. I don't want to answer 

18. Why did you decide to vote for this party or coalition?

1. because of their political program

2. because of party's leadership and president

3. because of election candidates appointed by the party

4. because of solutions to concrete life and social problems, offered by this party

5. I didn't decided yet for whom to vote

19. What is for you personally the most important on this election?

1. wining of the party I'm supporting 

2. losing of some other party

3. neither this, nor that

20. If parties would go to elections separately, for which party would you vote in that case?

1. Demokratski centar (DC)

2. Hrvatska demokratska zajednica (HDZ)

3. Hrvatska narodna stranka (HNS)

4. Hrvatska seljačka stranka (HSS)

5. Hrvatska socijalno liberalna stranka (HSLS)

6. Hrvatska stranka prava (HSP)

7. Hrvatski blok (HB)

8. Istarski demokratski sabor (IDS)

9. Liberalna stranka (LS)

10. LIBRA - Stranka liberalnih demokrata

11. Socijaldemokratska partija Hrvatske (SDP)

12. some other party or election list ____________________________________ (name it)

13. I don't know

14. I would not vote
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21. After the election, probably not a single party or coalition will have majority in the 
Parliament, and therefore will not be able to form the government. Please circle those parties 
which are for you acceptable coalition partners to the party you vote for (single or multiple 
answers):

1. Demokratski centar (DC)

2. Hrvatska demokratska zajednica (HDZ)

3. Hrvatska narodna stranka (HNS)

4. Hrvatska seljačka stranka (HSS)

5. Hrvatska socijalna liberalna stranka (HSLS)

6. Hrvatska stranka prava (HSP)

7. Hrvatski blok (HB)

8. Istarski demokratski sabor (IDS)

9. Liberalna stranka (LS)

10. LIBRA - Stranka liberalnih demokrata 

11. Socijaldemokratska partija Hrvatske (SDP)

12. Some other party ______________________________________________________ (which?)

Following questions are concerned with your opinion about different values, social problems, 
political goals and point of views.

22. Please choose 3 social values from the list below, which you personally appreciate, and which 
are the key values in the political program of the party you support (the most important value 
mark with number 1, the second with number 2, and the third one with number 3):
____ a) equality

____ b) morality 

____ c) nation

____ d) family

____ e) honesty

____ f) justice

____ g) private property

____ h) work

____ i) egalitarianism

____ j) security 

____ k) freedom

____ l) solidarity

____ m) faith

23. Which 3 social problems from the list below you consider especially difficult in Croatia today 
(the most difficult mark with number 1, second with number 2, and the third one with number 3)

____ a) discrimination of minority 
groups

____ b) corruption

____ c) criminal

____ d) drug addiction

____ e) violence

____ f) unemployment

____ g) political conflicts

____ h) traffic disconnection

____ i) deteriorating of national 
economy 

____ j) poverty

____ k) depopulation

____ l) urban devastation

____ m) pollution
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24. To what degree do you think new government should focus on accomplishments of the 
following goals:

none a bit to a certain 
degree a lot

a) fight against criminal and corruption 

b) spiritual renewal

c) increasing the military power and state security

d) war crimes punishment and cooperation with Den Haag

e) nature preservation 

f) safeguarding of human rights and liberties

g) assuring the social justice and safety for everyone

h) improvement of the social position of women

i) stimulation of the population growth

j) support for Croats in Bosnia and Herzegovina

k) development of private entrepreneurship

l) decentralization of Croatia and regional development

m) Croatian membership in European Union

n) harmonious life of Croats and national minorities in 
Croatia

o) reduction of unemployment

p) protection of the dignity of the Croatian war of 
Independence

25. There are number of political point of views, regardless of existence of concrete political 
parties in Croatia. Below you can find some of them. Please, choose the one closest to your 
personal political convictions (only one): 

1. Christian democracy
2. communism
3. conservatives
4. liberalism
5. nationalism
6. social democracy
7. Something else__________________________________________________ (what?)
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26. How much do you agree or don’t agree with the following statements:

I 
completely 

disagree

I mostly 
disagree

Both agree 
and 

disagree

I mostly 
agree

I agree 
completely

a) Catholic church is moral authority, whose 
position should be obligatory for all the citizens.

b) There will be no social progress without 
respecting the authority in family, school and state.

c) Conflict between different interest groups in our 
society are harmful for the public interest of the 
state.

d) We should return to the tradition and genuine 
values of our nation.

e) Croatia would be better off if all the citizens 
would respect Christian moral standards.

f) The best would be if members of each nation 
live separately in their own state.

g) Women’s place is, first of all, at home, where 
they should take care of the household and 
children.

27. Usually, when talking about politics terms “left” and “right” are used. Please, circle the 
number on the scale below, which suits your political stance.

left         right

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

28. What kind of feelings the politics provokes in you?

1. enchantment, ecstasy

2. enthusiasm

3. interest

4. distrust

5. anger

6. discomfort

7. indifference

8. boredom

9. I don’t know
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29. Which one of the factors listed below has had or still has the crucial impact on yours political 
opinion?

1. school

2. mass media

3. parents

4. friends

5. personal experience

6. literature

7. political parties

8. church

30. There are different reasons which determine people’s political choice. Which one is closest to 
you?

1. party’s program and policy

2. personal interest and benefit for me and my family

3. concrete people I trust

4. family tradition and my parent’s political commitment 

31. When asked, most of the people will tell about experiencing 4 emotions towards the politicians. 
Politicians can enhance enthusiasm at people. They can also provoke discomfort and anxiety. 
Furthermore,  people can show them more or less respect.  At the end, some politicians are 
repulsive to the people. 
By which degree each of the listed politicians awakes these 4 emotions at you? 
(1 means not at all; 2=a bit; 3=partly; 4=strongly; 5=very strongly)

   ENTHUSIASM ANXIETY  RESPECT  DISLIKE

a) Ivo Banac 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5

b) Dražen Budiša 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5

c) Anto Đapić 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5

d) Milan Đukić 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5

e) Stjepan Mesić 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5

f) Vesna Pusić 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5

g) Ivica Račan 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5

h) Ivo Sanader 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5

i) Zlatko Tomčić 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5
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32. There are different opinions about relationship between Zagreb and other Croatian regions. 
There are also different opinions about eligible regional constitution of Croatia. How much do 
you agree with following statements? 

I disagree 
completely

I mostly 
disagree

Both agree 
and disagree

I mostly 
disagree

I agree 
completely

a) Croatia is too centralized; too much of 
political power is concentrated in Zagreb.

b) Croatia has too many counties. They 
should be replaced with 5-6 strong and big 
regions. 

c) Croatia should be organized as federation 
of regions.

33. What  is  more  important  for  Croatia:  ensuring  complete  sovereignity  or  affiliation  with 
European Union, which implies certain limitation of the state souvereignity? 

1. it is more important to ensure complete state souvereignity

2. it is more important to affiliate with European Union, despite certain limitation of the state 
souvereignity

3. I don’t know

34. Members of different nations can often interact closely. What kind of interaction with the 
members of the following national groups is acceptable for you: 

         a) living in Croatia        b) becaming a family

a) Albanians DA NE DA NE

b) Bosnians DA NE DA NE

c) Roma people DA NE DA NE

d) Slovenians DA NE DA NE

e) Serbians DA NE DA NE

35. What should be the position of Serbs living in Croatia today?

1. there should be treaty about moving all Serbs to Serbia

2. Serbs should have all the basic human rights as Croatian citizens, but without any special rights 
as national minority 

3. Serbs should have cultural autonomy (right to use cirilyc and have their own cultural 
institutions) in whole Croatia

4. Serbs should have not just cultural, but teritorial and political autonomy on the territories where 
they are majority
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36. Do you agree with national minorities choosing their own deputies in Croatian parliament?

1. yes

2. no

3. I don’t know

37. Do you agree with the right of Croatian citizens not living in Croatia to vote at the 
parliamentary elections for Croatian parliament?

1. yes

2. no

3. I don’t know

38. Do you think that so called women’s quota on candidates list for the election for Croatian 
parliament should be prescribed by law? 

1. yes

2. no

3. I don’t know

39. What do you think about women’s right on abortion?

1. women should freely decide about abortion, and this should be guaranteed by law

2. abortion should be prohibited, unless it is justified on the medical grounds

3. abortion is not acceptable, and it shouldn’t be legalised in any case

40. Renovation and development of Croatia should be guided by:

1. exclusively economic interests 

2. environment should be protected, and economic growth limited

41. Where, in your opinion, should the energy for economic growth be found?

1. by saving the existing energy

2. by using the energy of sun, wind and water

3. by building the nuclear power plants

4. by building the electric power plants on coal and fuel
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42. Please tell us how much do you agree or disagree with the following statements:

I 
completely 

disagree

I mostly 
disagree

Both agree 
and 

disagree

I mostly 
agree

I agree 
completely

a) The state should have impact on the salaries, so 
that even the poorest can live from their work.

b) The prices should be formed exclusively on the 
market.

c) The state should give more money for the 
socially disadvantaged people.

d) Entrepreneurs are the main pillars of each 
economy: if they are doing well, everyone is doing 
well.

e) Employers should be guided exclusively by the 
market reasons in employing or dismissing the 
workers.

f) The economy can develop and progress only 
when guided by strong hand of the national state.

g) The state shouldn’t interfere with economy: only 
entrepreneurs should decide what and how to 
produce.

h) Worker’s participation in decision making 
contributes to higher productivity of the firm.

i) Country which allows significant foreign cash 
flow, will sooner or later find itself in trouble.

43. How would you evaluate each historic personality in modern Croatian history?

very
positive mainly positive neither positive, 

nor negative mainly negative very negative

a) Ante Starčević

b) Stjepan Radić

c) Ante Pavelić

d) Josip Broz

e) Franjo Tuđman
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44. Democracy sometimes doesn’t function very well. Some people think that we need strong 
leaders to sort things out. Other people think that democracy is the best solution, even when 
not functioning well. What do you think about it?

1. strong leaders are needed

2. democracy is always the best

3. I don’t know, I’m not sure

45. Please tell us how much do you agree or disagree with the following statements:

I disagree 
completely

I mostly 
disagree

Both agree 
and disagree

I mostly 
agree

I agree 
completely

a) The task of the opposition is not to 
criticise the government, but to support its 
work.

b) Media shouldn’t publish information 
which jeopardise international reputation of 
the national state.  

c) There is no principle or value which 
surpasses the individual freedom. 

d) Citizens have no right to strike or 
demonstrate if this can jeopardise the public 
order.

e) There are conflicts in each society which 
should be dealt with violently. 

f) It is justified to limit human rights, when 
interests of the state and nation are 
jeopardised. 

46. How much are you satisfied with the level of democracy in Croatia today?

1. very satisfied

2. mostly satisfied 

3. mostly dissatisfied

4. very dissatisfied

5. I don’t know, can’t judge

47. Generally speaking, do you think you can trust to people or you think one should always be 
careful when dealing with other people? 

1. one cane trust to the most of people

2. one should be careful when dealing with other people

3. I don’t know, I’m not sure
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48. Can you please evaluate on the scale from 1 to 5 the level of your trust in each of the listed 
political and social institutions (higher number means higher level of trust):

no trust complete 
trust

a) President of the state 1 2 3 4 5

b) Parliament 1 2 3 4 5

c) Government 1 2 3 4 5

d) Army 1 2 3 4 5

e) Police 1 2 3 4 5

f) Judiciary 1 2 3 4 5

l) Administration 1 2 3 4 5

g) Political parties 1 2 3 4 5

h) Labour unions 1 2 3 4 5

i) Media 1 2 3 4 5

j) Church 1 2 3 4 5

k) Nongovernmental organizations 1 2 3 4 5

49. Do you and your family live, from the economic point of view, better or worse than:

a) four years ago? b) before 1990?

1. much better today 1. much better today

2. a bit better today 2. a bit better today

3. mainly the same 3. mainly the same

4. a bit worse today 4. a bit worse today

5. much worse today 5. much worse today

50. Generally speaking, is the total economic situation in Croatia today better or worse than 4 
years ago? 

1. much better today 

2. a bit better today

3. mainly the same

4. a bit worse today

5. much worse today 

51. When you compare economic situation of your family with the situation of the most families in 
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Croatia, what would you say? 

1. my family lives fairly above the average 

2. my family lives a bit above the average

3. my family lives mainly on an average

4. my family lives a bit below the average

5. my family lives fairly below the average

52. Can you, please, evaluate how much are you satisfied with:

Very satisfied Mainly 
satisfied 

Both satisfied 
and dissatisfied

Mostly 
dissatisfied

Very 
dissatisfied

a) your life in general

b) your housing conditions

c) your financial conditions

d) your social success

e) your job

53. Here follows the last sequence of statements. Please, tell us how much do you agree or disagree 
with each of them.

I disagree 
completely

I mainly 
disagree

Both agree 
and 

disagree

I mainly 
agree

I agree 
completely

a) The opinion of the majority is always the best.

b) More than laws or political programs, this 
country needs few brave and resolute persons to 
who people can trust.

c) One should never tell his/her opinion, because 
you can bring trouble on oneself.

d) One should never take government and Gods 
amiss.

e) What young people need the most is strong 
discipline, decisiveness and willingness to work 
and fight for their family and homeland.
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54. What is the name of the party or coalition you voted for on the parliamentary election 2000?

1. I voted for __________________________________ (write the name of the party or the 
coalition)

2. I didn’t participated in those elections

3. I don’t remember

The rest of the questionnaire is concerned with some features of your social status.

55. Gender:

1. female

2. male

56. How old are you?___________________________.

57. How many members live in your household? _________________________ (including yourself)

58. How many children do you have?____________ (write the number)

59. Your education?

1. I didn’t go to the school

2. I didn’t finish the primary school

3. Primary school

4. High school, crafts school

5. Higher vocational education

6. University (BA)

7. MA, PhD

60. Your profession after graduating?

1. no profession (nonqualified worker)

2. artisan 

3. profession in technical or natural sciences (high schools or higher technical schools, 
mathematical gymnasiums, technical or natural science universities)

4. medicinal professions (nurses, doctors, laboratory technicians, pharmacist, veterinarians)

5. economic professions (high school for economy, higher school for economy, economic 
university)

6. administrative and legal professions (high and higher administrative school, faculty of law)

7. profession in social sciences and humanities (linguistic and general gymnasiums, universities for 
social sciences and humanities)
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61. Your working status?

1. full-time employed in public sector (state or local  administration,  public services and firms,  
firms mostly owned by the state) 

2. full-time employed in private sector (mostly or completely privately owned) 

3. contracted employment

4. self-employed (a farmer, fisherman, artisan, entrepreneur, free-lancer) 

5. pensioner

6. unemployed skip to the question nr. 63

7. housewife skip to the question nr. 63

8. pupil, student skip to the question nr. 63

9. something else ___________________________________ (describe it)

62. Your working place (last working place for pensioners):

1. worker

2. farmer, fisherman

3. artisan, entrepreneur

4. clerk

5. specialist

6. professional in the Croatian army or police

63. Can you please state the total monthly income of your household for the month of October 
this year. (Please include all the earnings of all household members)

____________________________________________________ KN.

64. What is your and your family’s housing status?

1. we live in former public housing, which we’ve already bought off

2. we live in former public housing, which we’re still paying off

3. we live in our own flat or house

4. we live in our own flat or house, which we’ve bought on loan

5. we live as subtenants
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65. Your nationality:

1. Croat

2. Serbian

3. Bosnian

4. Italian 

5. Hungarian

6. Albanian

7. something else_________________________________________ (what?)

66. Your religion?

1. catholic

2. orthodox

3. Muslim

4. something else_________________________________________ (what?)

5. non

67. How often do you go to the church?

1. never or only in very special occasions (weddings, baptism...)

2. two-three times a year, for the most important religious holydays 

3. once every two months

4. one or two times a month

5. once a week or more often

68. How would you describe your relation towards religion?

1. I’m convinced believer and I accept all the religious teachings of my faith

2. I’m believer, but I don’t accept all the religious teachings of my faith

3. when I think about it, I’m not sure do I believe or not 

4. I’m not religious, but don’t have anything against believers

5. I’m not religious, and I’m religious adversary

69. How would you describe your family’s general position during the World War II?

1. they were involved in antifascist, partisan movement

2. they were involved in Ustasha’s units of NDH

3. they were involved in NDH home guard units

4. they were involved with different military-political sides

5. they weren’t involved with any conflicting side

6. I don’t know

THANK YOU
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