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1956 FRE-ELECTION QUESTIONNAIRE
(F 417

I'a mainly interested in talldng to you about the election thils fall and how
you fesl about its .

1, Who do you think will be elscted president in Eovember?

la. (If B makms choloe} Do you think 1t will bs a close race or will
{answer %o Q.1) win by quite a b»it?

2, Generally apsalking, would you say that you persopally care B good deal
which party wins the presidential election this fall or that you dom't
care very much whilsh party wins?

1'd 1ike to ask you what you think ere the good amd bad polnts mbout the two
parties,

3, Ia there anything in particular that you like about the Demccratic party?
(Mhat is that?)

lie Is there anything in particular that you don't 1lke about the Demeccratio
party? (What is that?)

5. 18 there anything in partioular that you like sbout the Republican party?
(What 13 that?)

6., Ia thers anything in particular that you don't like mbout the Republican
party? {Whet is that?)

7« ¥Now I'd lik® to msk you about the good and bad polnts of the two candidates
for president, Is there anything in particulsr about Stevenson that might
maks you want to vote for him? (What is it?) :

8, TIs there anything in particular about Stevenson that might make you want
to vote against him? (What 1s 1t7)

9. 1le there anything in partioular about Eisenhower that might make you want
to vote for him? (What ia 1%1)

10, 1In there anything in particular mbout Elsenhowar that might mke yor want
to wote against him? (What is that?)

11. How about the candidates for vice~president, Aside from their pertlas,
do you have any atrong opinions about:.sither of them? (How is that?)
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Arcund sleotion tims psople talk about different things that our governmemt

in Washington 18 doing or should be doing. Now I would like to talk to you

about soms of the things that our gove nment nght do., Of courses, different
we

things are important to different psople, so

an opinion about all of these.

on't expact everyone to have

12, 1 would llke you to look at this card as I read sach gquesticn and tell me

how you feel sboukt the queation,

If you den't have an opinien, Just tel]

me thaty {f you do have en opinion, choose ome of the other amawers.

12a. "The government ought to cut
taxss even if it means
putting off some important
things that need to be done."

Now, would you say yoiu have an

oplnion on thia or nott N7

(IF "No“g GO ON TO Q.12b}

{IF "YB5™}1 Do you agree that the
govermmwnt should do this
or do you govern=
ment should not do 1t?

/7 Agres stronglyp government
derinitely should

/7 Agree but not wvery strongly

/7 Not surs; 1t deponds

/7 Disagree but not very atrongly

/ 7 Disagree stromglys government
dafinitely should no%

/7 Don't inow

(G0 ON TO Q.12b)

(DO o™ ASK Q.13 OR 14 IF "NO OPINION"
OR "DON'T ENOR" TO COUNTERPART ON Q,12)

13a. On the question of cutting taxes,
1s the govermment in Washington golng
too far, dolng less than it should, or
dolng just sbout right?

Haven't heard what the government
in Weshington 1a doing

E Dafinitely too far

/7 A 1ittls too far

D About Tight

gl 1ittle leam than it ahould
z"_?l. lot 1.uq then it ahould

U Don 't know

(DO NOT ASX Q.lss IF R ANSWERS “HAVEN*T
HEARD™ OR “DON'T ENOW" TO Q.13m)

s, If the Demcorets win the election
this rall, would they be oloser to what
you want on this lesus, would The Repube
licans be cloaer, or wouldn™ there be
any difference between them on thia?

Eu oloser/ &ais closer,

Mo differsnce/ Dontt kmow/

{60 OF TO Qo13b)
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12b, "The government ln Washington
ought to sea te it that everybody
who wants to work ecan find a job,"

NOTE: QUESTIONS 12b THROWGH 12p
FOLLOW THE SAME SEQUENCE AND
USE THE SAME RESFONSE CATE-
GORIES AS Q.12aa

12c. "This country would be better
off if we just stayed home and did
net concern ourselwves with problems
in other parts of the worlde"

12d, "The govermment ought to
help pvople get doctors and hospital
care at low coste"

128, "The United States should
give economic help to the poorer
coumtrios of the world even if
they can't pay for it,"

12f, "If Negroes are not gatting
fair treatment in Jobs and housing,
the gowrnment in Washington should
see to it that they dos”

12¢, "Tha government ought to see
to 1t that big business corporations
don 't hawve much 8&"\‘( about how the
govermmnt is run.

12h, "The best way ror this country
to deal with Rusais and Commumist
China is to act just as tough es
they dae"

pege 3

(DO NOT ASK Q.13b IF "NO OPINION" OR
"DON 'T KNOW" T0 Q.12b)

15b. On the queation of the govermment
aeeing to it that everybody who want to
work can {ind s job, 15 the gowroment
golng too far, doing less thap i%
snould, or dolng just sbout righ%?

NOTE: QUESTIONS 13b THROUGH 13p AND
Wb TEROWH lip FOLLOW THE SAME
SEQUENCE AND USE THE SAME
RESPONSE CATEGORIES AS QUEST IOWS
13a AND lla,

hv, (Fox ALL Qili's, SEE 1ha)

13c, On the guastion cf aur sounkry
concerning itaelf with problems in
other parta of tha world, is the povern-
mant going tao far, doing less than it
ahould, or whet?

13d, On the question of the gevernment
helping people get doctors and hospital
care at low cost, is the government
going too far, doing less then It
should, or what?

138, On the guastion of the United
States giving economis help %o the
poorer coumtries of the world even
though they cen't pey for it, is the
government golng boo far, doing less
than it should, or what?

13f. On the question of the gowermmeni
seeing to it thet Negroes get fair
trestment in jobs end howsing, is the
gevernment in Washington golng toe far,
doing lesas than it shouid, or what?

13zs Onm the question of aseing to it
thet big businesa corporations don't
hawe much say about how the government
ig run, is the govermment goirg too far,
doing less then it should, or whal?

12h. On the question of the U.8. being
tovgh in dealing with Russia and
Communist Chine, is the govermment
going too far, doing less then it
should, or whatf

LA,
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121, "If cities and towns around the
country need help to build more schools,
the government in Washington ought te
glve them the momey they need.”

12j. "The United States should kesp
soldiere ovorseas where they can help
countries that are against communism.”

12k, "The government should leave
things like electric powsr and
housing for private businasamen
to handle."

121. "The government ought to eee
to 1t that lsbor unions don't hawe
much say about how ths govermment
15 run."

12m, "The United States should be
willing to go more than half-way in
being, friendly with the other
gountries of the world."

12n, "The government ought to fire
any government worker who is mcoused
of being a commmnist even though
they don't prove 15"

12¢a ™The United States should give
help to foreign countries even if
they are not as much egeinst communism
as we are,”

12p. "The government in Weshington
should stay put of the qeetion of
whether white and colored children
go to the same school."

pege L

131, On the guestion of the gowmrnment
in Washington giving money to cities
and towns around the country 1f they
oneed help to build more schocls, ia the
government going tooc far, doing leas
then it should, or what?

13j. On the gquestion of the United States
keaplng soldiers oversems where they

can help countriea thet are against
communism, is the govermment going too
far, doing less than it should, or whatf

13k. On the guestion of the government
leaving things like sleciric power end
housing for private businessmen to
handls, is the povermment going too far,
doing less than it should, or what?

131. On the guestion of seaing to it
that labor unjons don't have much say
about how the goveroment is run, is the
government going too fer, doing less
than it should, or what?

13m, On the question of the U.8. being
friendly with the other countries of the
world, iz the govemment going too far,
doing less than it should, or what?

13n. ©On the gquastion of firlng govern-
ment workers sccused of being communists,
is the government going too far, doing
less than 1t should, or what?

13¢. On the question of the Unlted
States giving help to countries that
are not eas much against commmlem as
we are, i8 the government golng too far,
doing less than it should, or what?

13p. On the question of the government
in Washington being concerned about
white and colered children going to the
sama schools, is the government going tao
far, doing less than it should, or what?

15, We are also interested in how people are getbimg along finencially these
days, So far as you and your family are concerned, would ycu say thet
you are pretty well satisfied with your present financial situation,
more-or-lass aatisfied, or not satisfied at all?
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j6. During the last few ymars, has your {inancial situetion been gatiing
better, getting worse, or has it stayed the sams?

168, How ia that?

17. Now looking amhead and thinking about the next few years, do you expct
your financiml sltuation will stay about the way it ia now, get better,
or get worse?

17a. How is thet?

16. Do you think it will maks any difference in how you and your familly
get along financially whether the Republicans or Democrats win the
aleotion? (Eow is that?)

18a. (IF MAEES A DIFFERENCE AND NWOT ANSWERED IN Q.18) Do you think
you'll be better off or worse off fimaneinlly if the Democrats
win the elsction?

19, Now L'd like tc msk you some questions sbout the chances of our cowmtry
potting into war, Weuld you eay that at the present time you are protty
worried sbout this country getting into another war, somewhat warried,
or not worried at allf

20, During the lest few years do you think our chances of staying out of
war have been petting better, geiting warse, or stayed the same?

21, Mow looking shead, do you think the probism of keeplng out of war would
be herdlsd better in the next four years by the Republicens, or by the
Demosrate, or about the same by both?

21s, (IF REPUBLICANS OR DEMDCRATS WOULD HANDLE BRTTER) Why 1s that?

Wow I would liks to msk you a 1lttls more sbout the political partiea.

22, Gemerally speaking, do you usually think of yoursslf me a Republican,
p. Domonrat, an Independent, or what?

(IF REFUBLICAN OR DEMCCRAT TO Q.22}
22a. Would you call yourself a strong (R} (D) or & mot very strong (R)(D)?

22h, Was there ever a time whem you thought of yourself as a (RY(D)
rather than a {D)(R)?

(IF "YES"™ TO 22b) 22¢, When did you change?

224, What was the main thing thet made you change?
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{IF INDEFENDENT OR QTHER TO Q.22)
228, Do you think of yourself as closer to the Republican or Democratic

party?

227, Was there ever & time when you thought of yourself as a Democrat
or a Republican? (IF YES) Which party was that?

(1F "YES" TO 22f} 22g. When did you change 7

22h, Whet was the main thing that made you change?

(ASK OF EVERYOXE)

23, In the elections for president since you have been old emcugh to vote,
would you say that you hawe voted in all of them, most of them, some
of them, or nons of them?

(IF BAS EVER VOTED FOR PHESIDENT)
2i, Have you always voted for the same party or have you voted for
different parties for president?
(IF "saE™) Zia, Which party was that?
25, Eight yeers sgo, in 1948, you remembsr that Mr. Truman ran sgainst
Mr. Dewsy, Not many psople voted that year, but do you remsmber
for surs whether or not you votsd in that election?

(IF ™YES, BID VOTE") 25a. Who did you vote for -- Truman? Dewey?

Wallace? or Thurmond? Other Doxn't know

26, ¥ow, in 1952 you remember that Mr. Stevenson ran sgainst Mr.
Eisenhower. Do you remember for sure whether or not you voted
in that election?

(IF "YES, DID VOTE") 26a, Which cme did you vote for?

Stevenacn? Eisenhowsr? Other Don't lnow

{ASK OF EVERYONE)

27, GSome peopls den't pay much attemtion to the politicel campaigna. How
sbout you, would you say that you have been very much interested, somewhat
interested, or mot much interssted in following the politiocal campaigne
8o far thie year?

28. Kow how asbout the elsotion this November? Do you know if you ere
(regiatered) {sligible to vote) so that you could vote in the November
eloction 1f you wanted to?

{IF NECESSARY) 2Ba. Are you (registersd) {eligible to vote)?

29, So far as you kmow now, do you expest to vote in November or nat?

L
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(IF PLANS TO VOTE)
320, How do you think you will vote for president in this election?
(IF MENTIONS CANDIDATE OR PARTY) 30a. What would you say iz the

most important reason why you are
Zolng to vota for (ANSWER TO Q.3G).

30b. Has the question of President Eisenhower's health made any
difference to you in deciding how you would vote? (How is that?}

{IF NOT PLANNIWG TO VOTE)

31, If you ware going ta vate -= how do you think you would vote for
president in this slection?

(IF MENTIONS CANDIDATE OR PARTY} 3la. What would you say is the most
important reason why you would vote
f'or (IROWER TO 9.31)7?

31b, Hes the guestion of Preaident Eisenhower's health mads any
difference to you in deciding how you would vote? (How iz that?)

{ASK OF EVERYONE)
32, Now I'd 1ike to remd some of ths kinde of things peopls tell us when we
- interview them and mak you whathesr you agree or dissgree with them. I111
read them one at a time and you just tell me whether you agree or dimsgres.

" 32a,  Psople 1like me don't have any say about what the government does,

32b. Vobing i1s the omly way that people like me can have say say about
' how the government runs things.

326, -It isn't so important to vote when you kmow your party doesn't
have any chance to win. ’

324, So many other people vote in the national elections thet it
doean 't matter much tc me whather I vote or not,

%2, Sometimes politics and government seem so complicated thet a
person like me c¢an't really understand what's going on.

32¢, If a person doesn't care how an slection comea out he shouldn't
. wote in it.

32g. A good many local slsctions aren't important enmough to bother with.

%2h, I don't think public officials care much what people like me think.

P,
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(PERSONAL JATA - A3{ OF EVERYONE}
P01, What La your accupation? 1 mean, what kind of wark do you do?'
{IF WT ASCERTAINED) What kind of businass is that?
‘1P R IS BWPLOYED) la, 0o you wark far -.:-wursal‘r ar for somsons else?
(IF R IS UNEMPLOYED) FDlb, ¥hat ¥dnd of work do vou usually dof
(iFf R IS RETIRED) PDle, What idnd of work did you do belors you retired?

{ASK ONLY IF R IS HOT HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD)
PD2. What ind of work doss (EEAD OF HODSEHOLD) do?
(IF NOT ASCERTAINED)} What kind of business is that?
(IF EEAD 1S EMPLOYED) TFD2s. Does he work Cor himself or for someone alse?
{(ff HRAD IS UNEMFLOYED) FD2b, What k.mci of work deas he usually do?

(IF EEAD IS FETIRED)  FDRo., What kind of work did he do befors he
retired?

{ASE OF EVERYOME)

(IF 188) P03a, Who is it thet belonge? = Reapondent? Haed (not R)?
Someone alas in household?

3, Does anyons in thir household baleng to & labor union?

PD3b, Whet union is that? —- (e.g. UMY, AFI, UAN, ILGU)

moli, Is your “church prefersnce Protestant, Catholic or Jewish?

often?  g&ldom? or

mlia, Would you ssy you go to church —< regularly?
naver?

Now I'd like to ask you some gqusstlions about how you think cther people will
vote in this election.

(ASK OF ALL Rs GIVING FARM OCCUPATIONS, FOR SELF IN PDL OR HEAD, D2}

PD5. For instance, how about farmers im general == do you think more
formsrs around the cowntry will vote Hepublican, more will vote
Demsorstic, or do you think they will bs ebout evenly aplit?

. {IF DEMOCRAT QR REPUBLICAN) FPDSa, Would you say 8 1ot mors of them
will vote (REFUBLICAN) 1€), or
will 1t only be a few more?

v
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PDSb. What resaons do you feel farmars
around the country will have for woting
mors (DEMOCRATTC) (REPUBLICAR}?

(FARMERS = IF DEMOCRAT )}
{OR REPUBLICAN - cont'd)

¥W5c, How sbout farmers you imow
around here, Will they be voling
sbout the sams as other farmers around
the country, or will they be voting
differently? (IF DIFFERENTLY) How

48 that? What reasons will they

have for voting differently?

(IF DEMOCRAT OR REFUBLICAN
OR SPLIT) .

6. Now how sbout farm lesders around the country -- do you think that
more of them will wote Republican, more will vote Democratic, or
do you think they will be about evenly aplit?

fDéa. Would yon sey a lot mors of them
will vobe (REPUBLICAN)(DEWDCRATIC), or
will it only be a few more?

{IF MORE DEMOCRAT CR
REPUBLICAN)

FOéb. Are you thinking of eny partioular
farm loadars or organigationst (IF YES)
What opes are those?

7. Now hers 1s a problem that farmers are concerned abowt thess days.
Would you tell me whether you would agree ar disegree with this
statemsnt s

If a farmer can't sell things he raises at a profit, the gowrn-
ment should buy them snd 1imlt the amount the farmer can preduce .
(STRONGLY OR WOT SO STRONGLY?)

{ASK OF EVERYONE)

PD8, Now how about working-class people -- do you think more working-ciaas
peopls will vote Republican, more will vote Damnoratic, or do you
think they will be about evenly split?

(IF MORE DEMOCRATIC OR REPUBLICAN) FDBa, TWould you say a 1ot more of'
them will vote (REPUBLITAN](DEEOCRATIC}

or will it ba only a few more?

PDEb, What reasons do you feel
working-class peopls will have for
voting more (DEMOCRATIC) (REFUBLICAN)
than (REPUBLICAN) (DEMOCRATIC)?
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PDO.

Now how about middle-class people -- do you think more of thom will
vots Republican, mors will vote Demooratio, or do you think they will
be about evenly aplit?

(IF MORE DEMOCRATIC OR REPUBLICAN} FD9ae TWould you ssy a lot more of
them will vobe (HEPUBLITAN](DEMOCRATIC)
or will it be only a few more?

*

b, Wnat reasons ds you feel
middle-class psopla wiil hawe far
voting more (NEMICRATTC}(REPUBLICAN)
than (REPUDLICAL ) (DEMHOCRATIS;?

(ASK CNLY IN HOUSEHOLDS WHERE EITHER R OR HEAD 1S UNION MEMBER)

10, HNow taim your (your HEAD's) wmion. Do you think mare of. the main leaders

Pll.

of your (his) unlon will vote Bepublican, mors will vote Dempcratlc, or
do you think they will be about svenly aplit?

(IF WORE REPUBLICAN Ch DEMOCRATIC) PD10e. Would you say a lot more of
them w111 vote (REPUBLICAW)(DENOCRATIC),
or will it be only a few more?

Now how sbout union members in general around the cuuni-.ry. Do you
think more unidh members Will vote Ropublicen, mors will vote Demo=
oratiz, or do you think they will bo about ‘wvenly eplit?

(IF DEMOCRATIC OR KEPUBLICAN, Dlla. #ould you say a lot more of them will
ASE PDlls, 11b AND 1lo} vote (REFUBLICAN){DEMOCRATIC], or will
it be only a fow more?

FD1lb. What reasons do you feel union
mnbers around the country will hawe for
voting more (DEMICRATIC)(REPUBLICAN)?

PDllc. How sbout the members of your (his)
union. Will they be voting about the same
ag union members in gemeral around the
country, or will they be voting differently?
(IF DIFFERENTLY) How is that? What
reasons do you think they will have for
vaoting differently?

{IF SPLIT, ASK ONLY PD1lo)

(IF DON'T KNOW, ASK ONLY FO1ld. How about the members of your (his)

FD11d} union? Do you think more of them will vote
Republican, more will vote Democratic, or
do you think they will about svanly split?

{IF MORT DEMOCRATIC OR REPUBLICAN)
FDlle, Would you say a lot more of them
will vote (REFUBLICAN)(DEMOCRATIC), or
will it be only e few more?
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{IF MORE DEMOCRATIC OR REFUBLICAN - cont'd)
TD11f. What reasons do you think members
of your (his) union will have for voting
more (REPUBLICAN) {DEMOGRATIC) T

(ASK ONLY COF NEGROES)

012, How about Negroas in genersl around the country? Do you think more of
them will vots Republicen, more will vote Democratic, or do you think
they will be about evenly split?

{IF MDORE DEMOCRATIC OR REPURLICAN}

PD12a, Would you say & lot more of them will vote
(REPUBLI CAN) (DEMOCRATICY or will it be only a few mora?

P17b. What roasons do you feel Negroes around the country
will have for voting mors (DEMOCRATIC) {RRFUBLICAN) 7

MD13. HNow teks the main lsaders of the Negro pescple. Do you think more of
them will vate Republican, more will vete Democratic, or do you think
they will be about evenly aplit?

{IF MORE DEMOCRATIC OR REPUBLICAN)
D138, FWould you say a lot more of them will vote
(REPUBLICAN ) (DEMOCRATIC ) or will it be only a few more?

PH3b. Are you thinddng of any particular leadsrs or
organirations there? (IF YES} What anes are those?

(ASK ONLY OF CATHOLICS)

P01k, Mow how sbout pecpls in different religious groups, like Protestants,
Catholics, and Jews? For instance, how about Protastants -- do you
think more Protestants around the country will vote Republican, more
will vote Demscratic, or do you think they will be about evenly split?

15. How about Catholios in genoral arcund the country -~ do you think more

of them will vote Republican, more will vote Democratic, or do yeu think
they will bs about evenly split?

(IF MORE REPUBLICAN OR DEMOCRATIC)
Pp1Sa, Would you say & lot more of them will vote
(REPUBLICAN) {DEMOCRATIC) or wiil it be only & few more?

F015%, What reasone do you feel Catholica around the
country will have for voting more (DEMOCRATIC) (REPGBLICAN) ?
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(CATHOLICS cont'd) (ASK OF EVERYONE)
PD16. Now take the mmin Catholic leaders. Do you think more of them will
Sex =~
vote Republican, more will vote Usmocratic, or do you think they will D20,  (BY OBSERVATION) Sex mals, fomale
i+ %
be about evenly split? D21, (BY OBSERVATION} Race -~ White, Negre, Other (apedify)
(IF MORE REPUBLICAN OR DEMOCRATIC) NTER umbe
Plba. Would you say & lot more of them will vote I'E"RUII 22, ¥ T of adulta {n household
(REPUBLICAN) (DEMOCRATIC) or will it b2 only e few more? LISTING | PD23, Reletionship of R to head == R is head, wife, other
M16b, Are you thinking of' any particular leaders or gggmglr P2, Ape of R
organizations there? (IF YES) What ones are those? SHEET « RS0 —
P25, Age of Head, if R not head ~- 21-2k/ f25-3u/ B5Uh/ Ai5=sli/
(ASE ONLY OF JEWS) " fo5mgs ] fB5 and over/ Ander 21/
PD17. Now how about psople in different religious groups, like Protestants, ALREAD 4 2
Catholics, and Jews? For inatance, how about Frotestants -- do you W26, (IF Wor T ASCERTALNED) ::e g:uh:nrziiidg;zg%e. divoraod,
think more Protestants around the ¢ountry will vote Republican, more B ’
Iy i i i it?
will vote Democratic, or do you think they wil) be about evenly split? PD27. How many ohlidren mre thers under 18 years old inm thia family?
PD18. How about Jews in gemeral around the country =-- do you think more of
them will vote Democratic, or do you think they will be ebout evenly FD28. How old is the youngast child?
1
split? PD29, How many grades of school did you finish?

(IF MORE REPUBLICAN OR DEMOCRATIC) ) @ E/" E/ ﬁ"___/ E ,/E] E E 1_%:7 E __/fg,'f ﬁ_‘z‘/ _}'1'_27

PD18a. Would you say & lot more of them will vote

(REPUBLICAN) {DEMOCRATIC) or will it be only a few more? (IF HIGH SCHOOL) TD29a, Hawe you had nEhaE)g othar than
FD18b. What ressons do you feel Jaws around the country high school? /lee e
will have for voting more (DEMOCRATIC)(REPUBLICAN)? (IF TES) FD29b. What othar schooling hawe you had?
FD19. Now take the main Jewish loaders. Do you think mare of them will vote ' . .
Republican, more will vote Democratic, or de you think they will be {IF ATTENDED COLLEGE) FD29c. Do you have a zollege degres? /fTes/ Mo/
ovenly SpLLtY D30, Where ware you born? (TF UNITED STATES, which state?)

(IF MORE REFUBLICAN CR DEMOCRATIC)

1%, Would you say a lot more of them will vote

(REPUBLICAN) (DEMOCRATIC) or will it be only a fow more? (DO KOT ASK CF NEGROES OR FOREIGN-BORK)
D31, Were both your parents borm in this ocountry? E'"? __f%?

M19b. 4re you thinking of any particular leaders or
orgentzations there? (IF YBS) What ones are thosot (1F YSS) PD31a. Which country did your father's parents come [rom%
P3ib, Whloh country did your mother's parents come from?
{IF NO) FD2lo. Which country was your father barn in?

3id, Which courntry was your mother born in?
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{ASK OF EVERYONE}

Po32.

FD33.

w3k,

PB35.

What kind of work did your father do for a living while you were growing
up?

What part of the United States did you grow up in? (Wnich state or
states?)

Were you brought up mostly on & farm, inn town, in a small city, or in
a large city? (IF SMALL OR LARGE CITY} Which city was that?

About what do you think your total income will be this yesr Ffor yourselfl
and your immediate family?

A5 000-5,9997 AT, 000-7,5957 AT.500-95995/ AT0,000 and_over/




